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it. has been tbuud most desirable to designate the acids by names 
which bring the radical more clearly to view. Preference is there- 
fore given to those which are readily resolved into the water or 
dyad type; thus, acetic acid, as atartachalt or lartachalt, is easily 
separated into syllables which reveal its typical structure [al-arta- 
,'/~d]at. When al is replaced by a monad metal, the typical 
tbrm is still apparent [am.arte~cl~al]aL An atom of a dyad metal 
replaces the hydrogen atom in two molecules of acid ; therefore the 
torso arlachalt is doubled, which is indicated by the suffix e having 
the sound of eh, thus, artachalte. In the sesqui-aeetates, the double 
torso artachalte is trebled, and indicated by the suffix c a =  6; for 
example, the acetate of alumina = A 1 2 C I Z I [ 1 , ~ O I z  , is zt lem-artacl, allca. 

(To be continued.') 

The American Colleges and the American Public. By Professor :Noah 
Porter, D.D., Yale College. New Haven, Conn.: Chatfield & 
Co., 1870. 
The general inquisition to which the American collegiate system 

is now being subjected will insure to this book a careful perusal. 
Most of its chapters are the sum of long experience, and are very 
suggestive to all connected with our collegiate system. It is to be 
regretted, however, that wherever the author touches upon the, at 
present, unsettled points of the college curriculum, his enthusiasm, 
and genuine affection for the old course in which he was educated and 
has since labored, have led him into extravagancies of statement, 
which may impair the force of really valuable portionsof the book, 
and sometimes have even rendered him dogmatic, and discourteous 
in use of epithets towards the advocates of the New Education, thus 
lowering the style, and suggesting to the minds of unbiassed inves- 
tigators, conscious weakness, or inability to discuss the merits of 
the new, by reason of long and entire devotion to the old. [['here 
is space to notice but a few points. 

The account of the rise and early abandonment of the plan of 
educational reform in many of our American colleges about thirty 
years ago, can szareely be zonverted into an argument against it. 
especially in the face of the present more general and successful 
attempt. This reform: like all others in opposition to " what has 
been approved by the practice of many generations," may only vin. 
dicate its character as a reform, after many apparent failures. Might 
not failure, indeed, be expected in a reform which must necessarily 
at first encounter the prejudices, we might almost say self esteem, 
of the mass of educated men, as well as the ahnost sentimental 
attachment to the associations and formula., of college days ? With 
these men, for the most part, in charge of our educational institu- 
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tions, would it be singular if plans, perhaps reluctantly adopted, 
should not be the very best, or should not be cordially or 
intelligently executed, and that they should be hastily abandoned 
before thorough trial ? It is well to ask whether many of our col. 
leges now, are not yielding reluctantly to what they consider a pop- 
ular clamor for change, and advertising a plan of education which 
they cannot or do not carry out at the risk of bringing disrepute 
upon the new movement ? 

Another very pertinent inquiry suggests itself in this connection. 
How far have colleges themselves been failures in the past thirty 
years ? That is, how does the rate of increase of numbers gradu- 
ated, compare with the rate of increase of population ? Would the 
standard of education, taking the average or the highest point, be 
lower now had the educational reform of thirty years ago been ad- 
hered to ? Would the number of classical scholars be much 
smaller, or their education more thorough ? Might we not have in 
many practical walks a greater number of liberally educated men--  
men who would have taken the full college course of four years, 
with the simple substitution of German and French or Practical 
Scientific Studies for the Latin and Greek of the last two or three 
years? They, or their friends for them, in the exercise of their best 
judgment, have rejected the prolonged study of Latin and Greek, 
not as worthless, but as not worth the timeand labor to be bestowed 
upon them. There seems to be a prevalent and persistent miscon- 
ception, or ignoring of the aim of the advocates of the reform on 
the part of its assailants, as seen in the continual harping upon the 
words utilitarian, practical, &c., and the frequent appropriation of 
the word severer to designate the old course by the author, and the 
tenderness for the word scholarly, as something distinctive of it. 
The most influential advocates of the reform do not rest its claims 
solely, or for the major part, upon the low utilitarian grounds attri- 
buted to them, but on the higher utilitarian grounds of mental dis- 
cipline. They do not iMl to recognize the fact that disciplinary 
studies are valuable per se, but conscious for the most part, of a 
peculiar mental power acquired, and pleasure enjoyed, in the study 
of branches not properly represented in the college curriculum, they 
simply suggest that those who desire it, may be trained by 
the study of these branches instead of others. Many of them, as is 
admitted by the author, are college graduates of good standing-- 
they have become by subsequent enlarged study in so far emancipa- 
ted from the thraldom of college associations, and the reverence for 
what is old and established, simply because it is so--for a college 
community is a type of conservatism--that they simply ask that 
their sons be allowed to enjoy all the advantages incident to college 
life, from instruction and association, with the privilege of arranging 
those studies, about which there is a respectable difference of opinion, 
according to their own judgment. There is no proposition to lessen 
the amount or intensity of mental exercise. That the branches se- 
lected by them may have an immediately practical as well as dis- 
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ciplinary value, they do not consider objectionable or disgraceful ; 
though indeed, at times, there really seems to be manifested in cer- 
tain quarters a feeling of disgust for any branch of education that 
may in any way serve directly to answer the great questions, " what 
shall I eat, what shall I drink, and wherewithall shall I be clothed ?" 
There is an air of intellectual snobishness in the restriction of the 
word scholarly to the immediately useless, just as there is in con- 
sidering an approved gymnastic exercise a genteel, and the sawing 
of wood, or any other useful employment that would exercise the 
same museles~ a vulgar mode of exercise. 

Again, would not the increase of students by the elective privi- 
lege lead to more general interest in the adoption of a collegiate 
education ? Would not the number of classical students be in- 
creased? Could not able professors, with the presumption of long 
established approval in their favor, and the rich treasures of ancient 
lore, retain a hold on many young men D already through with the 
dry elementary study of Latin and Greek ? Would not the stu- 
dents of the old curriculum also derive benefit from ~ssoeiation 
with those pursuing, only more thoroughly and enthusiastically, 
certain studies, since most of the studies would remain common to 
all the students, and there would be so many points of contact in 
class-room society, hall, and social life ? 

Would not the influence of the development of the two kinds of 
education, side by side, exert a salutary influence upon the instruc- 
tors ? Even our author, after a full examination, is led to suggest 
a radical modification of the method of instruction in the ancient 
languages, resting upon a particular view of the utility of these 
branches of a liberal education to which we call attention subse- 
quently. 

In the discussion (Chap. II) of " The Studies of the American 
Colleges," the author seems unconsciously to write from the ele- 
vation of a professional student of the ancient languages and litera- 
ture. Whilst most educators will be disposed to concede much 
that is claimed for the study of language as disciplinary, many will 
take exception to the various reasons suggested by the author, in 
reply to the following quotation from President Whi te :  "It is im- 
possible to find a reason why a man should be made a Bachelor of 
Arts for good studies in Cicero and Tacitus, and Thucydides and 
Sophocles~ which does not equally prove that he ought to have the 
same distinction ibr good studies in Montesquieu and Corneille, 
and Goethe and Schiller, and Dante and Shakspeare." 

C. F. H. 
(To be continued.) 

StelgcPs Literarischer ~l[onatsbcricht~ (Literary Monthly Record), 
May, 1870. Pp. 72. 12mo. E. Steiger, New York. 
Steiger's Monatsbericht~ commenced May, 1869, the only literary 

periodical published in tile German language in the United States~ 
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enters upon its second volume, the first number of which has just 
been issued. Among its interesting contents will be found an 
article on the distinguished historian, Friedrich KaTp , who has just 
returned to Europe after twenty years' sojourn in this country, and 
whose works, some of which have been translated, are widely 
known,--an inquiry, "]Vhich is the first German boo]c Trinted in 
America ?"--"The Pop~venhusen Institute" in College Point, an insti- 
tution generously founded and endowed by a German, for the ad- 
vancement of knowledge and the improvement of the moral and 
social condition of the working classes, an account of the Growth of 
the Book and News Trade in the United States, with special refer- 
ence to It. H. Bancroft & Co. and Sinclair Tousey,--besides many 
minor notes connected with Schools, and other matters of value to 
all literary men. W e  notice also the prospectus of a List to be 
compiled of all who have written German Books and Pamphlets in 
the United States-; but the most striking feature of the present 
number of the Literary Monthly _Record, is the announcement of a 
Prize of Eight Itundred Dollars offered for the best Historical 
Sketch of the intellectual vigor and progress of the German Popula. 
lion in North America, more particularly exhibiting the influence 
of the German-American Press on the d¢velo29ment of American In. 
stitutions. Further particulars can be had in the periodical itself 
which may be obtained free by addressing Steiger's JLiterarischer 
Monatsbericht, 22 and 24 Frankfort Street, New York. It should 
be added here that the publisher continues to send his Monatsbericht 
free and prepaid to all who wish to have it. 

As Regards ProtoTlasm , in Relation to Prof. Huxley's Essay on the 
Physical Basis ( f  Life. By James ttutchison Stirling, F.R.C.S., 
LL.D., Edin. New Haven: Chas. C. Chatfield & Co. 
An unpretending little bool;, but one which we cannot too highly 

admire ibr the polemical skill and logical acumen displayed by its 
writer, who is a master of the perplexing theories and still more 
perplexing details of the most difficult portion of organic science. 

Chemical History of Six Days of Creation. By John Phin. American 
News Company. New York. 1870. 
A very readable book, containing, in condensed ,form, about all 

the information on the subject which could be placed in compren- 
sible language before the reading public; besides quite an amount 
of general scientific information incidentally presented throughout. 
It deserves to be well received by the class for which it was de- 
signed, Quite a number of the comparisons instituted are new to 
us, and though we find here and there occasion to differ from the 
author, his views have a freshness all the more agreeable in a field 
so well filled with stereotyped literature. 


